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water has but little depth. ‘‘ The Thicket'’ and
‘“ the Hole " are two difficult places; but, after all, one
escapes save for shipping a little water while shoot-
ing this rapid. I have not shot ‘‘ the Hole.” Our
guide led us by another way, which was not much
better. It was necessary to cross a very violent
current, which will precipitate you into a very deep
cascade, if you miss the right point for crossing.
One of our canoes came near turning a somersault,
not having taken proper precautions. The Sault St.
Louis is perfectly well known to you.

On the 14th, Monsieur de Celoron and I set out
for Québec, where we arrived on the 18th of
November,—that is to say, five months and eighteen
days after having left it.

I beg of you a few moments’ further audience, in
behalf of the chart which I have the honor to present
to you. It is reduced, on account of its great extent;
it has 20 fixed points which have been furnished to me
by the latitudes observed, and which I have marked
with double crosses. The longitude is everywhere
estimated. If I had had a good compass, I would
have been able to determine several of its points by
observation; but could I or ought I to rely on a
compass of indifferent merit, and of which I have a
hundred times proved the irregularity, both before
and since my return? Can I dare say that my esti-
mates are correct? In truth, this would be very
rash,—especially as we were obliged to navigate
currents subject to a thousand alternations. In still
water, even, what rules of estimation could one
have, of which the correctness would not be dis-
turbed by the variation and inequalities of the wind
or of the rowers? As for the points of the compass,



